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 SYLLABUS
English 202.06
Special Topic: The Digital, the Medical, and the Environmental Humanities
Spring 2019: 11: 00 am – 12:15 pm CCC 207
Instructor: Dr. W. John Coletta

Office: 216 CCC; Phone: 346-4749

Email:  jcoletta@uwsp.edu

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00 am – 1:00 pm (and by appointment)

Overview: 
English 202, Sophomore English, is an “ideas” course—not only a composition-based English course.  To that end, we shall read three books: one, a hip, cutting-edge novel about future environments, specifically, about AI and digital culture (the digital- and environmental-humanities theme); another, a piece of creative non-fiction that reads like a novel about the history of the first immortal line of human cells—and the family of the person whose cells composed this line (the medical humanities); and another non-fiction book with a strong business orientation and focusing on the nature of life and work in the digital age (the digital and the medical humanities).  We will also be writing about ideas related to the readings, both in a short-short science-fiction story with a digital-, medical, or environmental theme and in a short research essay, again with a digital-, medical, or environmental theme. 

Although the course itself is all about the digital, medical, and environmental humanities (AI, computer gaming, virtual reality, Big Data, the Cloud, the Internet of Things, cyborgs, cyber-hacking, information, the Web, online culture, social media, cyberspace, and “what algorithms want”), this course is almost entirely taught analogically.  Although I do teach fully digital courses online using D2L in the summer, my courses during this academic year are an experiment in the old-school approach, so, there will be no online quizzes or discussion boards or virtual interactions.  There will be books to read, in-class quizzes and discussions, and actual pieces of paper exchanging hands!  If you have any questions, just email anytime—which is as good as texting me—since I monitor my smartphone very regularly during waking hours.
NOTE 1:  There is clearly a goodly amount of reading in this course, but no more than is to be expected in a 
sophomore English class.  The course in fact is based on the idea that you can only become a good writer if you are a good reader.  However, most of you are not English majors, so the amount of reading may take a little getting used to!   Be sure to look ahead, plan ahead, and portion out your reading so that you do not have to do it all the night before! 

NOTE 2:  This course is interdisciplinary in nature.  Almost every field of study will be involved—as the novels for class are “encyclopedic” in their range!  The novels are really “thought experiments” about our future; they are extrapolations from present trends as to what the coming digital age may have to offer.  As “extrapolations,” they might be understood as being scientific: the authors analyze past historical patterns and present trends—and then project for us images of possible futures.
NOTE 3:  We may sometimes find ourselves discussing controversial ideas; therefore, we may find ourselves annoyed, angered, p-o’d, amused beyond what is decent, etc., by what others say.  My wish is to preserve each student’s right to express herself or himself, as long as this expression does not contribute to the belittling or the threatening of another.  However, all ideas, if expressed respectfully, are welcome.  Most importantly, I do not let my personal views effect how I grade student work!
NOTE 4:  The Sophisticated Rough Draft (SRD) peer-editing sessions that we shall have during Week 15 are significant formal capstones for the writing portion of our course.  Please bring to class on SRD / peer-editing days two copies of the Sophisticated Rough Draft (SRD) of your L-CARE (your research essay).  An SRD should not be your first draft; it should at least be a second draft (thus I call it a “sophisticated” draft—meaning that you have put some real thought into it!).  The SRD of your L-CARE should be in standard, university, MLA-manuscript format (see Rules for Writers).  Your SRD should be as long as your final draft is supposed to be.  Each SRD Day will only be valuable to you if you have invested time in your SRD. 

NOTE 5:  One of the goals of the course is to have you read “real” (not just textbook) writing, the writing of certified geniuses (and/or crazies—the line can be that thin)!  So let’s have some fun!
TEXTS

Text Purchase:

Plan on using the editions of the books cited below (available at the University Bookstore).  If you use editions other than these, then you will be at a real disadvantage when it comes to locating the passages about which we are speaking; we will not have time to cross-reference between competing editions.  We read all three books at the same time, and quizzes begin on one of the books on the second day of class (we will be quizzed on all three books by the end of the fourth class period), so I you choose to buy your books online, be sure you consider shipping time—and use the provided ISBN number! 

· The Fuzzy and the Techie: Why the Liberal Arts Will Rule the Digital Age, Scott Hartley ISBN 978-0-544-944770                                      
· Ready Player One, Ernest Cline ISBN 978-0-307-88744-3
· The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot 978-1-4000-5218-9
· [Rules for Writers, Dianne Hacker, 8th Edition (ideally, from English 101]
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	A SCIENCE-FICTION SHORT-SHORT STORY with a Digital-, Medical-, or Environmental-Humanities Theme1
	    10 %

	L-CARE2 (a Literary, Cultural, and Argumentative Research Essay [1,200-word maximum].)  3-4 pages; 4 outside sources (two peer-reviewed); typed, double-spaced.

	    30 %

	QUIZZES3 (Often picky, usually multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, & short answer.  See example “Quiz” at the end of the syllabus.  Note: There are no make-up quizzes, unless you miss class for an approved university function—or bad roads if you are a commuter.  I do drop your two lowest quiz scores, however.)

	   50 %

	Panel Participation / Discussion Papers4 &  Small-Group Discussions / “Group Minutes4a
(Note: Print out your typed, double-spaced Discussion Papers and bring them to class on the day that your panel presents; I will grade them right after your presentation.  Also, hold on to all returned and graded Discussion Papers and hand them in to me at the end of the semester (during our final-exam period) in a file folder.

	10%

	TOTAL
	      100%5


1 Science-Fiction Short-Short Story with a medical or digital humanities theme.
You should format your short-short story like “Excommunication” by Brian W. Aldiss—that is to say, it should fit on a postcard!  Remember Edgar Allan Poe's theory of the "inexpungible word"—that a short story should have no word that does not contribute to the mood or theme.  If a word is expungible, then expunge it! (Cut it out!) See http://www.creative-writing-now.com/short-short-stories.html.  Note that, like “Excommunication,” a story can be very short yet contain powerful ideas and drama!
2 Here are some specifics about your L-CARE: (You will get a handout in Week 11.)
2.1. Literary, Cultural, and Argumentative Research Essay (L-CARE): Your L-CARE will based on a question at issue related to the theme for the class: the digital-, medical-, and environmental-humanities and life and work in the future.   Note . . .
· that you will want to ground your L-CARE in a TOPIC drawn from one of the books for class.  Thus, choose a topic drawn from one of the books for class and do some research into that topic;
· also, before you start your research, you will want to formulate a RESEARCH “QUESTION AT ISSUE” related to your TOPIC.  For example, if your topic is “virtual reality and gaming,” drawn, say, from Ready Player One, your RESEARCH “QUESTION AT ISSUE” might be something like this: “Do video games make us more human or less human?  In other words, is the virtual necessarily at war with the real?”  (See the epigraph from Ready Player One on the title page of “Level One,” page 11.) 
· Ultimately, your L-CARE must reach a conclusion.  A conclusion to an argument is represented in what is called a THESIS: a THESIS is the answer to a RESEARCH “QUESTION AT ISSUE.”  So, if your RESEARCH “QUESTION AT ISSUE” is “Do video games make us more or less human? Is the virtual necessarily at war with the real? (two questions really asking the same thing), your THESIS might be something like the following:

Although there are risks associated with playing online video games,

I believe that video games, as well as virtual reality technologies and platforms such as Google Earth and Facebook, can make us more, not less, human,
(1) because they link us to human and natural communities that greater than (more than) ourselves—the global becomes local;
(2) because they allow us to have multiple avatars of ourselves, so that one’s race or gender or nationality or creed cannot be not used to determine one’s worth (there is liberation in anonymity) and we become more than ourselves, divided for not against ourselves; and,

(3) because online gaming, especially with 3-D and haptic technologies, allows us not merely to respond to worlds that are given to us, as in reading, but to shape the worlds to which we respond (VR makes us co-authors of the 3-D world with which we engage)!

· Note, from the above, that a THESIS is a complex argumentative, assertive, and reason-based entity!

· Of course, you will need both to back up your argument (called “Confirmation”) as well as offer at least one opposing point of view to your argument which point of view you attempt to logically refute (called Refutation).

· You must use a minimum of 4 outside source (2 reviewed and 2 peer-reviewed) in your L-CARE.

2.2. The “ARE” of L-CARE stands for Argumentative Research Essay.  Note that your L-CARE is therefore an essay (not a “report”), and so therefore I am interested in your ideas and your voice, not the allegedly neutral voice of a report.  The L-CARE is also part Argument (you will consider at least one other side of the issue than your own) and part Research oriented (you will integrate at least two peer-reviewed and two reviewed “outside” sources).  I call it a Literary and Cultural . . . Essay because you have to write about a Culturally significant question at issue by considering how that issue is represented in one of the novels (Literary works) that we read for class.  What we come to discover is that good novels are not just escapist entertainment; rather, they do “cultural work,” that is, they help readers think critically about themselves and their world; good novels and short stories, in fact, help to reveal to us the very world that we have been living in (i.e., to see that world in a new way, to see what has been here all along but missed—to decode); good novels and short stories even sometimes help us to create (to recode, re-assign) the kind of world that we’d want to live in and to avoid the kind of world that we might end up with if we aren’t careful.
2.3. Your L-CARE should be 3-4 double-spaced pages (11- or 12-point font size, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins, no more than 1,200 words, exclusive of the Works Cited list) and contain at least four outside sources (the book(s) for class must be included in the Works Cited list but do not count against the 4 outside sources needed): at least two of your outside sources should be peer-reviewed, meaning that the sources are academic articles from academic journals [either print or electronic] or academic books [usually from a university press]; the other two must be from edited publications such as reputable newspapers or magazines [either print or electronic].  Sources such as Wikipedia are a great place to start and to update at any time your own knowledge of a topic, but they do not count as reputable sources for professional-style research essays).

3QUIZ POLICY:  Most every class period we will have a quiz.  Quizzes will cover the readings for a given week and possibly material from in-class discussions and handouts from one class period before.  I will drop your two lowest quiz scores, which could be missed quizzes.  See the last page of this syllabus for an example quiz from a previous year.  There are no make-up quizzes, unless an absence is due to attendance at a mandatory university function and a note from a coach, professor, or university staff member or administrator is provided.
NOTE : Commuters may receive a special exemption if the weather so warrants. 
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4 PANEL PARTICIPATION AND DISCUSSION PAPERS: Students will be placed in Discussion-Leadership Panels, in which panels they will stay for the whole semester.  Each panel will help lead class discussions three times during the semester.  Panel members need not meet as a panel before helping to lead class discussions; it is sufficient that each panel member come to class with a typed (double-spaced) Discussion Paper containing the following:
(a) if your panel is charged with leading a discussion on a piece of fiction, write a brief summary of the plot of each chapter for a given day; if your panel is charged with leading a discussion of a piece of non-fiction, summarize the content of the chapter for that day; 
(b) list the top three (3) take-home points from the reading, regardless of its having or not having a narrative dimension; (see “f” below)
(c) create a list of three or four (3 or 4) well formed questions that relate to the reading for that day and that the student can ask of the class;

(d) create a list of two or three (2 or 3) key passages from the reading with which your panel is charged for a given day.  Don’t quote the passage / quotation / line / key phrase in its entirety (unless it is quite short, say fewer than ten words); for identification purposes, give the page and paragraph number and then just quote the first few words of the passage followed by an ellipsis. . . .  Then, students must explain in writing briefly the significance of the selected passage / quotation / line / key phrase.  Be prepared to share these passages and your explanation of significance with the class; and

(e) a list of one or two (1 or 2) ways in which the reading is personally relevant to your own experiences, thoughts, opinions, or ideas.
(f) KEY: if your panel is assigned more than one chapter from the reading for a given class period, you must summarize each chapter, BUT you may then treat the whole reading, that is, the several chapters that your panel has been assigned, as a single reading as you compile your lists of take-home points, questions, key passages, and personally relevant responses.
NOTE:  Your “Discussion Paper” will be graded (Pass/No Pass) on its content as well as on its layout and on the grammaticality and style of the writing.  If a student receives all “Passes” they receive an “A” for their whole PANEL PARTICIPATION grade for the semester.  To receive one “No Pass” will result in a “B” for the PANEL PARTICIPATION grade; to receive two “No Passes” will result in a “C”; and so on.   Listing may be used, but the items in each list should generally be well crafted sentences and paragraphs.  Each discussion paper should be typed, double spaced, and no more than 500 words, so craft your summaries, questions, explanations, and comments carefully.  Panel members should also be prepared to answer questions from the professor and students.
NOTE:  I will grade your Discussion Papers immediately after your presentation in class.  Your grade will be based both on that Discussion Paper and on your class performance.  Please contact me if you have any concerns about Discussion-Leadership Panels. 

NOTE: Hold on to all returned Discussion Papers and hand them in to me at the end of the semester (during our final-exam period) in a file folder.
4aSMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION DAYS / Group Minutes:   During Small-Group Discussion Weeks, students will come to class prepared for a quiz, as usual; however, instead of having the class period led by one of the designated panels, students will be placed in small groups and given a question to discuss related to the reading for the week.  Students will then select a group record keeper who will (1) note on a sheet of paper (the Group Minutes) the names of the members of the group, (2) record the main conclusions / points that the group members come to / make, and (3) read to the whole class, when the time comes, the conclusions came up with and points made during the small-group discussion.  Of course, members of the group may co-present the group’s conclusions to the whole class, but a record keeper will be necessary in any case.  I will collect the “Group Minutes.”
5Your final course grade may be adjusted in accordance with your Discussion-Leadership-Panel / Discussion-Paper / Small Group performance, and/or with the Attendance Policy (described immediately below).
Attendance and Participation Policy:
All unexcused absences may count against you. (But see “Possible Commuter Exemption,” page 11, below.)  You may lose .5 of a percentage point from your final course percentage point total for your first absence and 1 point for your second absence; a third absence may result in a deduction of 1.5 points from your final course point total.  Each subsequent absence will result in an additional deduction of 2 points.  For an absence to be considered “excused,” it must, generally, be cleared before the actual absence.  While a student may be excused from a class period with appropriate reason and advanced notice (and thus avoid incurring a penalty for a required absence), there may still be no make-up quiz—unless the student is missing class for one of the allowable reasons described above under “Quiz Policy.”  I do, though, drop your two lowest quiz scores from the semester, which could be those of quizzes that you missed and were not able to make up, for good reason or not! A pattern of unexcused tardiness may also add up to the equivalent of an absence.  (Three tardies equal one absence.)
Remember that there is a university attendance policy that permits under some circumstances university officials to drop students from classes that they are not attending.

Students must bring to class on the designated SRD Days (see Week 15 of our “Calendar” below) two (2) copies of their Sophisticated Rough Drafts (SRDs) to each session.  On these days, students will engage in a peer-review session during which they will read each other’s work and have, of course, their work read in turn.  The SRD must be sophisticated (not merely a first draft), typed, doubled-spaced, properly formatted, and of full length.  

The more sophisticated your SRD is, the more the comments that students make during SRD Day will mean to you.  In other words, if you write a last-minute draft that you, yourself, know is no good, then when your peer reviewers tell you that your essay is no good, well, you knew that already!  However, if you bring in an SRD that you think “works well,” and then you find that your readers have real problems with it anyway, well, then, you have learned something!

To fail to attend a Sophisticated Rough Draft (SRD) day is to lose an additional 1.5 points (over and above the point/s lost for missing a standard class period) from your final course percentage point total.  To come to class on a SRD Day but without an SRD would result in the loss of 1 point from your final course percentage total.  To come to class with an incomplete SRD would also result in the loss of 1 point from your final course percentage point total.  If you are sick and can’t attend class, you might want to find some friends or family members to serve as peer reviewers.
NOTE: Disruptive behavior—such as rude huffs and sighs, constant turning to check the clock, listening to music, text messaging, watching hockey-highlight videos on your phone, closing loudly your books before the actual end of class—may affect your grade.  However, I would talk to you ahead of time before ever actually reducing your grade.  Please note though that if you have a complaint about how things are going, please come talk to me about it.
Calendar
(Subject to change with warning.  Readings are due on the date first listed.)
	Week
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	1
	1. Introduction and syllabus
2. Assign seven “Panels”

1/22
	1. Questions about syllabus?
2. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chapters 1-2 (Panel 1)
1/24


	2
	1. from Ready Player One, Chapter 0000-0002 (Panel 2)
2. from The Fuzzy and the Techie, Chapter 1, (Panel 3)
3. [Note: Last day to drop 16-week course w/out a grade is 2/01]
1/29
​
	1. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chaps. 3-5 (Panel 4)
1/31

	3
	1. from Ready Player One, Chapters 0003-0005  (Panel 5)
2. from The Fuzzy and the Techie, Chapter 2,  (Panel 6)
2/05

	1. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chaps. 6-8 (Panel 7)
2/07


	Week
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	4
	1. from Ready Player One, Chapters 0006-0008 (Panel 1);
2. from The Fuzzy and the Techie, Chapt. 3 (Panel 2)
2/12

	1. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chapters 9-12 (Panel 3)
2/14


	5
	1. from Ready Player One, Chapters 0009-0011 (Panel 4)
2. from The Fuzzy and the Techie, Chapter 4, (Panel 5)
2/19

	1. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chapters 13-16 (Panel 6)
2/21


	6
	Small-Group Discussion Week (No panels; of course, as usual, prepare for a quiz.)  I will place students in small groups with questions to discuss first among the group members and then with the whole class.)
1. from Ready Player One, Chapters 0012-0014 
2. from The Fuzzy and the Techie, Chapter 5
2/26

	1. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chapters 17-20
2/28


	7

	1. from Ready Player One, Chapters 0015-0017 (Panel 7);
2. from The Fuzzy and the Techie, Chapt. 6 (Panel 1) 
3/05

	1. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chapters 21-24 (Panel 2)
3/07


	8
	1. Ready Player One, Chapters 0018-0020 (Panel 3)
2. from The Fuzzy and the Techie, Chapter 7, (Panel 4)
3/12

	1. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks Chapters 25-28 (Panel 5)
2. [Note to self: distribute handout for SciFi Short-Short Story assignment.]
3/14


	Spring

Break
	No Class
3/19
	No Class
3/21

	9
	1. from Ready Player One, Chapters 0021-0023 (Panel 6)
2. from The Fuzzy and the Techie, Chapter 8 (Panel 7)
3/26

	1. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chapters 29-32 (Panel 1)
3/28

	Week
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	10
	Small-Group Discussion Day (not week; Panel 2 up Thursday)
1. from Ready Player One, Chapters 0024-0026
2. from The Fuzzy and the Techie, “Conclusion: Partnership Goes Both Ways”
4/02

	1. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chapters 33-35 (Panel 2)
[Last day to drop a 16-week course: 4/05]
4/04

	11
	1. from Ready Player One, Chapters 0027-0029 (Panel 3);
2. [Note to myself: Distribute the handout for the L-CARE assignment]
4/09
	1. [DUE: Science Fiction short-short story with a digital-, medical-, or environmental-humanities theme.  Formatted like “Excommunication.”] 
2. from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Chapters 36-38 (Panel 4)
4/11


	12
	1. Ready Player One, Chapters 0030-0033 (Panel 5)
(Note: Next class period is in LRC 316!)
4/16
	NOTE: Class in the LRC: more specifically, in the Library lab (LRC 316)
DUE: L-CARE topic and question at issue (handed in typed)

4/17


	13
	1. from Ready Player One Chapters 0034-0037 (Panel 6)
4/23

	1. from Ready Player One Chapters 0038-0039 (Panel 7)
4/25


	14
	Research Methods Day 1

Read from Rules for Writers (8th Edition): pages 395-434
4/30
	Research Methods Day 2
Read from Rules for Writers (8th Edition): pages 435-457 
5/02


	15
	L-CARE SRD Day 1
(Bring two copies of your SRD to class for use during the peer-review session.)

5/07
	L-CARE SRD Day 2
(Bring two copies of your revised SRD to class for use during the peer-review session.)
5/09



Notes:

1. Please refer to the appropriate pages (8th edition, pgs. 2, 398, 409-415, and 441-445) in your Rules for Writers (ideally, from English 101) for information about plagiarism.  Plagiarism may result in very severe academic penalties including expulsion from the University.  Be aware that sophisticated electronic search engines are available to help professors track down the sources of plagiarized essays.
2. More Attendance Stuff: A regular pattern of tardiness may also lead to a penalty: three tardies equal one absence.  Again, if you must be late to class or miss class because you are a member of a university athletic team or university musical group, etc., and attendance at an event or performance is mandatory, if you bring me, in advance of your absence, a note from a coach, professor, or university staff member or administrator, you may be excused from class.
3. POSSIBLE COMMUTER EXEMPTION: Commuters may receive special consideration with respect to tardiness and absence when the roads are bad!  SAFETY IS FOREMOST!  If you must commute by car, let me know.  Absences and tardies related to the weather for these students may be forgiven.  Safety is more important than a given class period!

[image: image2]
4. NOTE: STUDENTS WITH SPECIALS CONCERNS OR NEEDS:  I am here to help you get the most out of your academic experience.  Please see me about any concern, need, and/or accommodation.  Students may only be vaguely aware of their needs and rights, so come talk to me if you have any concerns, be they personal, political, physical, behavioral, or psychological.
For example quiz, see next page.
QUIZ, English 202

Name: ____________________________________________________

Date: ____________________
Signature: _________________________________________________

Please sign off on all changes.
from Slow Violence  

1. Rob Nixon coins the term “____________________ amnesia” (151)

A. spatial

B. cultural

C. systemic

D. reciprocal

2. The reading for today focused on

A. Big oil

B. Wastefulness of space exploration

C. Bioengineering

D. Megadams

3. The correct answer to the previous question is compared to which activity below with respect to the concept of “uninhabitants”?

A. Nuclear testing

B. Cloning

C. Marsh reclamation

D. Pesticide manufacturing

4. Edward Abbey and his fellow gonzos unfurled a 300-foot sheet of black polyurethane to create the image of a what in a what? (Hint: it involves Glen Canyon.)

5. Roy writes about what she calls “imperialism by ____________________________”

A. committee

B. neglect

C. email

D. cellphone

6. “Places,” John Berger tells us, are being rationalized away as “_____________________”

A. pockets

B. blips

C. sectors

D. zones

7. PAPs are (163)

A. Pesticide-Arrested People

B. People Administering People

C. Projected-Affected People

D. Population-Area Prejudice 

from The Windup . . . , Chapters 42-44
8. Whom does Hong Seng find upon his return to the SpringLife factory?

9. What do Hong Seng and the answer to the previous question use in their attempt to “crack the safe”?

10. Who shows up (even one name is ok) and boots out Hock Seng and the correct answer to question 8?

Grading





FINAL EXAM PERIOD:    Monday, May 13 12:30 pm – 2:30 pm





(There is no final exam.  However, attendance is mandatory.  I will be in our classroom to collect the materials that are due, to answer any questions that you may have, and to administer the course evaluation.)





DUE: Folder of some sort with all graded Discussion Papers.


DUE: L-CARE (marked FINAL DRAFT) with all Peer-Review Forms attached; no SRDs should be handed in. (Your L-CARE assignment may be included in the folder containing your Discussion Papers.)


[Note to myself: Have surrogate distribute course evaluation (to be administered and completed in class)]








